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IMAGES OF WOMEN IN MEDIEVAL LITERATURE: A SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
This bibliography focuses on images of women in medieval lit-
erature rather than on medieval women writers for several 
reasons. First, the study of literary images of women can pro-
vide a real sense of the climate in which the individual medi-
eval female artist might have lived, a necessary first step in 
evaluating her contributions. Second, the problem of iden-
tifying the authorship of anonymous medieval literary works 
is a large one. It is becoming apparent, however, that there 
were probably more good medieval women writers than those 
few we currently identify-Marie of France, Eleanor of 
Aquitane, Margery Kempe, Christine de Pisan, the Pastons . 
Sections I and 11 include a sampling of material on classical 
literature to show that medieval authors in part derived their 
views of women from the early Christian theologians, whose 
own views were influenced by Ovid and other late Roman 
writers. Section 111-D, on the other hand, suggests that 
another "literary" tradition-the popular one of folklore, 
proverbs and the like-also influenced medieval authors' pre-
sentations of women . 
Section 111-A notes several short but useful studies of general 
medieval conceptions of women; those by Erickson , Kaufman 
and Power (1975) are especially helpful. All of the works 
I isted in 111-A may be used to preface the study of individual 
medieval authors and their images of women. Sections 111-B 
and 111-C include a selection of the recent scholarship on these 
individual authors and their literary attitudes toward women. 
My emphasis here on Italian , Spanish and French authors and 
on Chaucer refl ects my own interests, but it also refl ects the 
current state of research in the field of medieval literature . 
While no comprehensive examination of Chaucer's images of 
women exists yet, the study of this subject in the Latin and 
Romance traditions which form his major background is 
considerably more advanced than it is in the Germanic-
lcelandic, Norse, Anglo-Saxon-literary traditions. 
I have excluded technical or specialized studies of subject 
essential to a full appreciation of medieval literary images of 
women-for example, the ascetic Gregorian reform movement 
of the twelfth century and the corresponding reappearance of 
anti-feminist, anti -matrimonialist literary themes and motifs ; 
the major role of women in heretical movements; medieval 
pseudo -scientific ideas of female sexuality and carnality. 
I. Classical and Medieval Studies 
O'Faolain, Julia and Lauro Martines, Not in God's 
Image: Women in History from the Greeks to the 
Victorians (New York, 1973). Comments on 
women from Homer to the later Middle Ages , 
pp. 1-17 8. Bibliography. 
Rogers, Katharine M., The Troublesome Helpmate: 
A History of Misogyny in Literature (Seattle, 
1966). Pp . 3-99 cover the late classical, early 
Christian and medieval periods . 
11. Classical Studies 
A. Literature 
Arethusa 6 ( 1973), is devoted to articles on literature 
and women in antiquity. Later volumes of this 
journal also contain relevant studies, e.g., Susan 
Ford Wiltshire, "Antigone's Disobedience ," 
9 ( 1976), 29-36. 
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Pomeroy, Sarah B., Goddesses, Whores, Wives, and 
Slaves: Women in Classical Antiquity (New York , 
1975). Especially Chapter 6, "Images of Women 
in the Literature of Classical Athens," pp_ 93-119. 
Bibliography. 
B. Bibliography 
Pomeroy, Sarah B., "Selected Bibliography on Women 
in Antiquity," Arethusa 6 (1973), 127-157 . A use-
ful annotated essay, with a section on women under 
Christianity by Michael Southwell, pp. 149-152 . 
Ill. Medieval Studies 
A. General 
Bullough, Vern L., "Medieval Medical and Scientific 
Views of Women," Viator 4 ( 1973), 485-501. 
Casey, Kathleen L., "The Chesire Cat : Reconstruct-
ing the Experience of Medieval Women," in Lib-
erating Women's History : Theoretical and Critical 
Essays, ed. Berenice A. Carroll (Urbana, 1976). 
Erickson, Carolly, "The View of Women," in her The 
Medieval Vision (New York, 1976), pp. 181-212. 
Mainly on clerical attitudes to women and marriage. 
Harksen, Sybille, Women in the Middle Ages (New 
York, 1974). Valuable for its inclusion of images 
of women in the medieval visual arts. 
Herlihy, David, Women in Medieval Society (Houston , 
1971 ). Brief treatment of the later Middle Ages . 
Kaufman, Michael, "Spare Ribs: The Conception of 
Woman in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance," 
Soundings 56 (1973), 139-163. 
Power, E. [Eileen], "The Position of Women," in 
The Legacy of the Middle Ages, ed. C. G. Crump and 
E. F. Jacob (Oxford, 1926) , pp. 401-433. 
- ---- , Medieval Women,ed . M. M. Postan (New 
York, 1975). Especially Chapter 1, "Medieval 
Ideas about Women, " pp. 9-34. Illustrated . 
Stenton, Doris Mary, The English Woman in History 
(London, 1957) . Pp. 1-100 discuss women from 
Anglo-Saxon times to the Renaissance . 
B. Non-Chaucerian Literature 
Brewer, Derek S., "The Ideal of Feminine Beauty in 
Medieval Literature," Modern Language Review 50 
(1955), 257-269 . 
Davidson, Clifford , "Erotic 'Women's Songs' in Anglo-
Saxon England," Neophilologus 59 ( 1975), 
450-462. 
Dow, Blanche H., The Varying Attitude towards 
Women in French Literature of the Fifteenth 
Century (New York , 1936). 
Ferrante, Joan M., Woman as Image in Medieval 
Literature from the Twelfth Century to Dante 
(New York, 1975). Especially Chapter 1 on the 
attitude of biblical commentators toward women, 
pp. 17-35. 
Goldin, Frederick, The Mirror of Narcissus in the 
Courtly Love Lyric ( Ithaca , 1967) . On the signi -
ficance of the feminine image in the courtly love 
system , passim. 
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Shapiro, Marianne, Woman Earthly and Divine in the 
"Comedy" of Dante (Lexington, 1975). 
Sponsler, Lucy A., Women in the Medieval Spanish 
Epic and Lyric Traditions ( Lexington, 1975). 
Utley, Francis Lee, The Crooked Rib (Columbus, 
1944). An analytical index of comments on 
women in English literature to 1568. Bibliography. 
C. Chaucer 
Brown, Emerson, "Biblical Women in the Merchant's 
Tale: Feminism, Anti-feminism, and Beyond," 
Viator 5 (1974). 387-412. 
Corrigan, Matthew, "Chaucer's Failure with Women : 
The Inadequacy of Criseyde," Western Humanities 
Review 23 ( 1969), 107-120. 
Delany, Sheila, "Womanliness in the Man of Law's 
Tale," Chaucer Review 9 (1975), 63-72. 
Fries, Maureen, "'Slydyng of Corage': Criseyde as 
Feminist and Victim," forthcoming in An Anthol-
ogy of Feminist Criticism, ed. Arlyn Diamond and 
Lee Edwards. 
Gillie, Christopher, "Women by Chaucer : The Wife 
of Bath, Criseyde," in Characters in English Litera-
ture ( New York, 1965), pp. 41-55. 
Hawkins, Harriet, "The Victim's Side: Chaucer's 
Clerk's Tale and Webster's Duchess of Malfi," Signs 
1 (1975), 339-362. 
Huppe, Bernard F ., "Rape and Women's Sovereignty 
in the Wife of Bath's Tale," Modern Language 
Notes 63 (1948), 378-381. 
Kelly, Henry A., Love and Marriage in the Age of 
Chaucer ( Ithaca, 1975). 
Kernan, Anne, "The Archwife and the Eunuch," 
ELH 41 (1974), 1-25. 
McGalliard, John C., "Chaucer's Merchant's Tale and 
Deschamps' Miroir de Mariage," Philological Quar-
terly 25 ( 1946), 193-220 . Chaucer's use of an 
anti -matrimonial treatise . 
Margulies, Cecile S., "The Marriages and the Wealth 
of the Wife of Bath," Medieval Studies 24 ( 1962), 
210-216. 
Murtaugh, Daniel, "Women and Geoffrey Chaucer," 
ELH 38 (1971), 473 -492 . 
Pratt, Robert A., "Jankyn's Book of Wikked Wyves: 
Anti -matrimonial Propaganda in the Universities," 
Annuale Medievale 3 ( 1962), 5-27. 
Taylor, Willene P., "Supposed Antifeminism in Chau-
cer's Troilus and Criseyde and Its Retraction in 
The Legend of Good Women," Xavier University 
Studies 9 ( 1969), 1-8. 
Weissman, Hope Phyllis, "Antifeminism and Chaucer's 
Characterization of Women," in Geoffrey Chaucer, ed. 
George D. Economou (New York, 1975), 93-110. 
D. Miscellaneous Para-literary Studies 
Bandel, Betty, "The English Chroniclers' Attitude 
Toward Women," Journal of the History of Ideas 
16 ( 1955). 113-118. 
Brown, Carleton, "Mui ier est Hominis Confusio," 
Modern Language Notes 35 ( 1920), 479-482. 
"Women is man's confusion." 
Coomaraswamy, Ananda K., "On the Loathly Bride," 
Speculum 20 ( 1945), 391-404. 
Osmond, Rosalie E., "Body, Soul and the Marriage 
Relationship: The History of an Analogy," Journal 
of the History of Ideas 34 ( 1973), 283-290. 
Schleiner, Winfried, "Rank and Marriage: A Study of 
the Motif of 'Woman Willfully Tested'," CLS 9 
( 1972). 365-375. 
Utley, Francis Lee, "The 103 Names of Noah's Wife," 
Speculum 16 ( 1941), 426-444. 
Whiting, B. J., "Old Maids Lead Apes into Hell," 
Englische Studien 70 ( 1936), 337-351. 
E. Bibliography 
Erickson , Carolly, and Kathleen Casey, "Women in 
the Middle Ages: A Working Bibliography," 
Medieval Studies 37 ( 1975), 340-359. Especially 
Section 8, "The Image of Women," pp. 351-354 . 
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PUBLICATIONS 
Business and Professional Women's Foundation Library 
Staff, Women and Work in U.S. History : An Annotated 
Selected Bibliography. Business and Professional Women's 
Foundation, 1976. 
This is the latest in the Foundation's bibliography series 
and is an excellent compilation . The 28-rage pamphlet is 
divided into Methods and theory, Early scholarship, Con-
temporary scholarship and Guides to further resources. 
Meg Garrard, June Oliver and Martha Williams, Women in 
Management. Center for Social Work Research, University 
of Texas/Austin, 1976. 
This anthology is the proceedings of the conference 
"Women and Men-Colleagues in Management?" held in 
May of 1975. It includes papers in three categories: 
the economic perspective, women's fear of success and 
the informal organization. 
Patricia A. Kendall, Women and the Priesthood : A Selected 
and Annotated Bibliography. The Committee to Promote 
the Cause of and to Plan for the Ordination of Women, 
The Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania, 1976. 
This 64-page pamphlet includes nearly 150 annotations of 
books and articles on women and the priesthood. The 
diocesan committee which compiled the bibliography had 
as its purpose the advancement of the cause of ordination 
of women; the entries have been selected with that in mind. 
National Organization for Women, Lexington Chapter, 
Putting Women in Their Place: Report on American History 
High School Textbooks. Lexington NOW, 1976. 
This report is the result of a one-year study of 30 history 
textbooks published by 18 different publishers used in the 
Lexington Public Schools. The report is a thorough one 
and gives a summary of the findings as well as complete 
results for each book. Another carefully documented 
indictment of sexist texts and publishing. 
